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Board of Education Approves Turf Field Replacements 
 
(Wayne, New Jersey) - At the regular meeting of April 11th, the Wayne Board of 
Education approved a project to replace both of the district’s synthetic turf 
fields.  Currently, Wayne Hills and Wayne Valley High School teams play on eleven-
year-old synthetic turf surfaces that are approaching the end of their expected useful 
life.  The project will also include a thorough inspection of the existing drainage along 
with a host of other upgrades such as markings for all sports and school logos.  The 
estimated cost of the project is $1,025,000 and it will be financed through a partnership 
with the Passaic County Improvement Authority. 
 
The new synthetic turf fields will be an improvement over the previous turf fields due to 
advances in design and changes to the composition of the materials used in field 
construction.  Student-athletes will be playing on a safer surface due to a new kind of 
base material.  On hot days, older turf fields are well-known for holding and radiating 
heat.  As a result, temperatures on older turf fields far exceed outdoor temperatures, in 
some cases by as much as 35 degrees.  With the new cool play surface, the fields will 
remain much closer to the actual outdoor temperature.  Artificial grass blades on older 
fields tend to compress over time.  The new fields include artificial grass that is less likely 
to compress and it will retain its shape for a much longer period of time.  A number of 
college and professional teams enjoy the very same artificial turf fields that will be 
installed here in Wayne. 
 
The project is scheduled to start on June 27th immediately after graduation with a target 
completion date of August 12th. 
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